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THE BOSTON ANTI-SLAVERY BAZAAR. 


DPRADRAAAAREAALIDPAPALDLLLPLOPOEPLPPOLWLILILLLFF 


To the Editor of The Bristol Mercury. 


Srr—The friendly interest your paper has often manifested 
towards the Anti-Slavery Cause, ittduces me to offer an article 
for its columns. 

As an American, I have long and attentively studied the 
existence of slavery and its probable consequences, not only 
upon that country, but upon the cause of Freedom throughout 
the world. 

No subject can have stronger claim upon the attenticn of the 
wise and the good everywhere, viewed either asa political and 
social evil, or as a sin and crime against God. 

The slaves in the United States are three and a half millions. 
Half a million are now added to the number in every teu years. 
Education is forbidden them by law. Marriage is no more 
sacred to them than to the beasts of the field. Such terms as 
husband and wife, parent and child, are unknown in the vo- 
cabulary of slavery. And, generally, slaves are less considered 
and cared for than their masters’ horses which they groom, or 
his hounds that are taught to hunt and tear them in pieces, if 
they attempt to fly from his power. 

The government is bent on perpetuating the evil. It prevented 
abolition in the South American Republics as long as possible. 
But for its interference, there would probably to-day have been 
no slavery in Cuba. And now that island is to be seized and 
annexed to the United States as the only means of prolonging 
the evil on its soil. Texas, New Mexico, and California, are 
already conquered and secured to slavery. The whole of central 
America, as far down as the vast valley of the Amazon, bas 
been explored and reported upon as favourable to slavery, and 
as by nature a part of the territory of the United States. And 
should the rapacity of the nation continue unchecked, its southern 
’ poundary would in a few years overleap the tropic of Capricorn, 
and its slaves number a score of millions. Already it is pro- 
posed to restore the African slave-trade to increase the number 
of the hapless victims; and ministers are found, even in the 
Northern States, to defend that traffic from the Bible, as one of 
God’s own plans for the salvation of Africa ! 

The moral and religious condition of such a country cannot 
be mistaken. Such evils and crimes can only spring from a 
public sentiment, corrupt in the extreme, no matter what may 
be the religious pretensions or professions. To correct this public 
sentiment, as the only way effectually to abolish slavery, is the 
object of the American Anti-Slavery Society. Its aims are not 
political, but moral—indeed, eminently religious, for all its 
appeals are to the understanding and the conscience. Truth 
is its only instrumentality—its weapons are light and love. A 
quarter of a century ago it began its work; and, to the present 
time, it holds unswervingly to its high purpose, THE ABOLITION 
OF SLAVERY. 

The Boston Anti-Slavery Bazaar is an annual sale, commenc- 
ing at Christmas, and continuing till New Year’s day, and 
sometimes longer. It is conducted by benevolent ladies, who 
are thus able to render most valuable aid to the Anti-Slavery 
cause. By this noble consecration on their part of money, time, 
and labour, the American Anti-Slavery Society has been enabled 
greatly to extend its operations, until its newspapers and tracts, 
and the voice of its lecturing agents are now speaking to the ear 
and heart of millions of the American people. 

Nor are they appealing in vain. The change in the public 
mind on the great sin and crime of slavery has been most 
cheering for the last two years. Never could the friends of 
freedom appeal to the world for aid with more encouragement 
than now; never did the ladies of the Boston bazaar invite the 
co-operation of their friends in Great Britain with so high hopes 
as at the present moment; never with such certainty of a sure, 
if not a speedy, triumph. 

Unfortunately many excellent people in Great Britain do not 
discriminate between the true and the false, in their endeavour 
to aid the Anti-Slavery cause. Many men, white and coloured, 
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some of them professing to be fugitive slaves, have travelled in 
this country, addressing meetings and collecting money, some- 
times on their own account, and sometimes in the name of a 
society, but always in the name of anti-slavery; and very 
serious impositions have been practised. Last year, a mam pro- 
fessing to be a minister, went about England raising much 
money, as he pretended, for a society in New York. That 
society had but a nominal existence, and never employs 
agents, at home or abroad; and its secretary published, over 
his own signature, a disavowal of any connexion with such 
aman. 

More recently, a coloured man, professing to be a fugitive- 
slave, appeared in Liverpool. There he procured money of 
ministers and others, partly by borrowing, and partly by 


donation, and in one instance he was detected in stealing. In~- 


afew days he was pursued by the police of Lancaster, where 
he had been perpetrating similar frauds; he, however, eluded 
their search, and the next week appeared in Warrington and 
Chester, under another name, pursuing his accustomed work. 
Then there are others, who, with professions of anti-slavery, 


are raising rich contributions for ‘“ Vigilance Committees,” © 


“Canada Missions to Fugitive-Slaves ;” for coloured schools and 
churches, and for individual newspaper and other enterprises, 


not always, strictly and scrupulously, anti-slavery, but mixtures” 


of politics and other alloy. Most of these are very well and 
proper in their way, but they will not abolish the slave system, 
nor even weaken if. 


No matter how many “ Vigilance Committees” there are to 
help fugitives to Canada, But they need send no agents to 
this country to collect money, now that almost the entire 
Northern States have become a Vigilance Committee of the whole 
for that object. And never could it properly be considered 


‘Anti-Slavery work to aid those who only propose to help the slave ~ 


after he has escaped. 


So, too, of Canada missions. The poor should have the Gospel 
everywhere. But sending it to Canada to the coloured poor, 
though they were once slaves, is surely not abolishing the 
dreadful slave system. 

Anti-Slavery proposes the abolition of the great crime and 
curse everywhere, root and branch ; not the confining it within 
constitutional limits, while protecting it there with the whole 
power of the government. Such is the political remedy ; and 
it ig all that the nature of the constitution permits to the poli- 
tician, who is sworn to respect that oppressive instrument. 

Anti-Slavery is not merely a “ Vigilance Committee,” aiding 
a few fugitives to Canada under cover of night; but a bold and 
daring onset upon the great Bastile itself, demanding imme- 
diately the deliverance of every captive, in the name of 
humanity, and by the law of the eternal God. 

Anti-Slavery is not the proclamation of the gospel to a few 
self-emancipated slaves in Canada; important though that may 
be. But it is preaching the gospel to a great and guilty nation 
of oppressors, more wicked than ever trembled at the denun- 
ciations of Hebrew prophets, or drew down the auger of an 
avenging God for their crimes and cruelties. 

The American Anti-Slavery Society, in whose bebalf the 
annual bazaar is held, has long been as well and favourably 
known to many friends of freedom in this country, as it has 
been feared and dreaded by the tyrants and oppressors of 
America. Every gift laid upon its altar, is religiously appro- 
propriated to the one great object of diffusing light and truth 
on the eubject of slavery—the surest, wisest, and best means 
for its entire and speedy abolition, first in its own country, and 
then throughout the world. And the honoured names of Mr. 
and Mrs. Herbert Thomas, and the Bristol and Clifton Anti- 
Slavery Committee, are a sure guarantee in its behalf, where- 
ever those names are known. PARKER PILLSBURY. 


47, Park-street, Bristol, July 9, 1855. 
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‘Central Library, Copley Square 


Division of 
Reference and Research Services 


The Date Due Card in the pocket indi- 
cates the date on or before which this 
book should be returned to the Library. 


Please do not remove cards from this 
pocket. 
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